Why Was Dan Moore Ignored? 


WHY DID Thomas Henderson Jr., chief of 
the Justice Department’s'Public Integrity 
Section, ignore Dan Moore, the former 
deputy chief marshal of Birmingham? - 

The question should be hurled as a* 
broadside by members of the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee at Henderson and other 
Justice Department officials who appear 
before the committee’s investigation of 
the Public Integrity Section. 

The Dan Moore case is but one "more on 
a growing list of not just questionable 
prosecutorial decisions, but of action or 
inaction by Henderson’s Public Integrity 
Section that suggests nonfeasance, mis‘- 
feasance and malfeasance. 

Dan Moore is a whistleblower. For the 
past decade he’s been dying to focus pub- 
lic attention on corruption in Birmingham 
relating to stacked grand juries, crooked 
judges and racist firebombings. The cor- 
ruption, Moore told me in a telephone 
conversation, is still rampant, and his 
attempts to secure a Public Integrity Sec- 
tion investigation of his charges'have 
proven futile. 

In September 1976, Moore called Hen- 
ierson in Washington and informed him he 
■tad documented evidence concerning cor- 
ruption among federal officials and judges 
s well as on a man by the name of Gary 
’homas Rowe Jr. Henderson stated that 
it s a little difficult to talk on the phone in 
great detail,” and promised that he person- 
ally or a member of his staff would contact 
Moore again and pursue an inquiry. 

Moore has a tape-recording of this con- 
versation. 

He never heard from Henderson or 
Public Integrity again. His later attempts 
to contact Henderson were in vain. The 
Justice Department section charged with 
the responsibility of investigating public 
corruption cases failed even to make a 
preliminary probe in order to determine 
whether there was any substance to seri- 
ous criminal charges made by a former 
deputy marshal with 20 years of service. 

The information Moore possesses and 
was trying to pass on to Henderson in- 
eludes dais on 40 bombings that occurred - 
in Birmingham in 1863. Four children died 
in one of them. Murder Is not covered by 
the statute of limitations. 

If the name "Rowe sounds familiar Tt is 
because his name surfaced in a number of 
news stories in 1978 and 1979 alleging that ‘ 
he had worked as an undercover FBI in- 
former and alleging that he may have par- 
ticipated in some of the Birmingham 
bombings. - / 

In July 1978 The New York Times re- 
ported that an Alabama state investiga- 
tion of Rowe’s activities turned up evi- 
dence that Rowe had made Incriminating 
statements before two Birmingham po- . 


'licemen, that he had been encouraged bv 
FBI agents to participate in acts of .vio- 
lence, that he failed two lie detector tests, 
and that he had a close relationship with 
Robert Chambliss, the man convicted in 
1977 of the fata] church bombing, i 

Shortlj' after the Times article was pub- 
lished. Henderson visited Birmingham to 
investigate the allegations against Rowe 
and promised to make the investigation 
“an expeditious one.” 

A Justice Department task force com- 
pleted its own investigation in August 1979 
but — unlike the state of Alabama, which 
made its investigation of the Rowe connec- 
tion public — it has refused to release its 
report. 

Portions of the report leaked to The New 
lork Times showed major differences 
with the state investigation. Information 
about Rowe having failed polvgraph tests 
and about his connection with the bomb- 
ings was omitted from the Justice Depart- 
ment report. And contrary to the state's 
findings, the Justice report found no evi- 
dence to support allegations that Rowe 
was involved in the bombing of the church 
in which four children were killed. 

The whole matter raises disturbing 
questions that the Judiciary Committee 
must ask: 

• Why, in the course of his investigation 
of the Howe affair, did Henderson ignore 
Dan Moore, who had volunteered new 
information on Rowe as well as what he 
claimed was a continuing official cover-up 
involving judges and grand juries? 

® What is Henderson's role in suppress- 
ing the Rowe report. -which has informa- 
tion regarding illegal FBI and Justice 
Department activities in Birmingham? 

. • What were the results of Henderson’s 
investigations in Birmingham in 1978’. 
Was he a part of the Rowe task force form- 
ed by the Justice Department to undertake 
an investigation? If not, what was he doing 
in Alabama in 1978? 

° What disciplinary action has been 
taken against officials found guilty of 
wrongdoing in the Justice Department "and 
Alabama state reports? 

Thomas Henderson has been picked by 
President Carter to be special counsel to 
the Merit Systems Protection Board. His 
main role in that position — should he be 
appointed — will be to investigate whistle- 
blower complaints. We have reported on 
.dozens of cases of public corruption that I 
still believe were seriously mishandled bv 
Henderson and his Public Integrity Sec- 
tion. If Henderson’s “response" to Dan 
Moore is any indication of how he reacts tc 
allegations made by whistleblowers, then 
clearly he iacks the sensitivity, guts and 
aggressiveness that should be essential 
qualities of any MSPB special counsel. 
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